
Studying at the Muthesius Academy of Design and Fine Arts

Here, you can study within the harmony between Art, Spatial Strategies and Design.

You will find yourself at a small but special institute of higher education! A limited number 
of about 20 places per subject per semester will enable you to receive a project-oriented and 
practical education from the 1st semester onwards. This produces good, fruitful contacts 
between teachers and students. 

The innovative part of studying at the Muthesius Academy is the interdisciplinary struc-
ture, the so-called “Muthesius Network”. It links all study fields of the Academy and 
offers a multitude of courses. Traditional areas of artistic/design work and new media 
play significant roles.

The study is a mixture of theory, practice and the training of perception and sensitivity. 
You explore the performability and boundaries of different materials, media and forms 
of presentation. In doing so, you can take advantage of the courses offered by the Centre 
for Theory (Aesthetics, Visual Studies and Art History, Cultural and Media Sciences, the 
Forum for Interdisciplinary Studies) and the Centre for Media (Digital Media and Time-
Based Media). 

The workshops (photography, video, print, setting, bookbinding, silk-screen printing, 
graphic art, sculpture, ceramics, wood and plastics, metal and model building) and their 
competent teachers help the students develop practical, real-life situations. The library, 
a slide catalogue and the computer centre are open to all students.

The Muthesius Academy cooperates closely with many cultural bodies in the region. 
It is international focussed, helps to study abroad and assists students from abroad. It 
has intensive relations with numerous European partner institutions.

INformation 

Information about applications (deadlines and dates), costs and admissions can be 
obtained from the central information office and from the International Office (“fernweh”):

T. 04 31 – 51 98 - 414, (applicants with German certificates) or by sending an e-mail to 
studieninfo@muthesius.de,
T. 04 31 – 51 98 - 501 (applicants with foreign certificates) or by sending an e-mail to 
fernweh@muthesius.de.

For those wishing to know more, there is an information day every year. 
You can also visit the annual exhibition Einblick–Ausblick in July! Academy life in its pure 
form: examination work, projects, presentations, parties and much more. 

At the moment, there are no tuition fees charged at the Academy; there is a services charge 
of approx. 100 Euros (incl. semester bus/train/ferry ticket).
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A r t  f o r  T e a c h e r s  i n  S e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t i o n

The course of study “Art for Secondary School Teachers” is offered 
at the Muthesius Academy of Design and Fine Arts in co-operation 
with Kiel University – the Christian-Albrechts-Universität (CAU) 
zu Kiel. All practical modules are given at the Academy. Here, the 
students choose from a diverse number of courses in the field of 
art –design – spatial structures. The practical part of studies should 
develop the students’ independent artistic personalities with wide-
ranging expert knowledge in the fields of art and design. Students 
specialise in the course of studies in the fields of sculpture, illus-
tration, photography, film, free graphic art, ceramics, painting or 
media art. Studies are supplemented by courses in which a knowl-
edge of design (typography, layout, conception, etc.) is taught. All 
workshops can be used. Additional drawing courses for student 
teachers prepare them for the special requirements of secondary 
school education. The subjects of art history and art didactics 
are offered at Kiel University (www.uni-kiel.de/kunstgeschichte/
homepage.htm). In addition to art, students must study a second 
major subject at the university. Please obtain information about 
subject combinations from the central office of the university un-
der www.zsb.uni-kiel.de/studberatung.shtml. Teacher training is 
also offered in the Centre for Teacher Training (information under 
www.zfl.uni-kiel.de).

Requirements

You require a general qualification for access to higher education 
(Allgemeine Hochschulzugangsberechtigung) and have to provide 
evidence of the successfully completed aptitude test.

Step by Step Towards Studying

1.	 1-2 ye ars before studying
	 Obtain study information from the Academy’s central infor-
	 mation office or under www.muthesius.de.
	 Get to know the Academy by visiting the annual exhibition mid 
	 July or the student information day during Kiel Week.

2 . 	1 ye ar before studying
	 Visit us for advice on your portfolio! 
	 This consultation regarding your design work/samples given by 
	 our lecturers is good preparation for the aptitude test. The dates 
	 can be obtained from the central office (see rear side).

	 Please apply to UNI-ASSIST (www.uni-assist.de) to certify your 
	 university entrance qualifications. You will also need a certifi-
	 cate of German language proficiency: either as TestDaf (Test for 
	 German as a Foreign Language) with the grades 4×4 or DSH 2 
	 (German Language Test for Access to Higher Education).

3 . 	By 15 th May
	 Register for the aptitude test and produce the following 
	 documents:
		  –	portfolio with at least 20 original works
		  –	application for the aptitude test
		  –	curriculum vitae in table form with photograph
		  –	certificate of University Entrance Qualification 
			   (Allgemeine Hochschulreife)
		  –	other certificates of education/training (e.g. military 
			   service, care service, voluntary social or ecological year).

4 .	I n June of the ye ar
	 You will be invited to attend the practical part of the aptitude 
	 test at the Academy in June and be required to complete a prac-
	 tical piece of work within 2-3 days. The aptitude test finishes 
	 with an interview.

5 .	B y 15 th July
	 If you are successful in your application, you will receive con-
	 firmation and an application for admission. 
	 This and all other necessary documents must be handed into 
	 the Academy’s admissions office by 15th July (exclusion date!).

The study places are awarded by a selection regulation (Auswahl-
verordnung). You will receive confirmation by the end of July. 
If you should be among the lucky future students, we ask you for 
a declaration of acceptance since places which have become free 
cannot otherwise be awarded to other shortlisted candidates.

Tips For Submit ting Your Portfolio

Here, applicants should give a comprehensive impression of their 
independently developed artistic work such as the painting and 
drawing of natural subjects (e.g. portrait, figure, landscape, still 
life) as well as work which shows an attempt to deal with artistic 
problems and show one’s own point of view. The portfolio with at 
least 20 pieces of work must be handed into the examinations of-
fice within the period allowed. The date of postage is not valid! 
The portfolio should be no larger than DIN A0 (84×118 cm) and no 
thicker than 15 cm. Individual bulky items can be photographed. 
The portfolio must be indicated by the student’s name, address 
and the desired course of study. The form needed can be down-
loaded from the website. Portfolios which are sent by post must 
reach the examinations office packed securely and carriage paid. 
We will not accept any charges for postage!

		  –	Please, do not send shipping tubes!
		  –	Deliveries will not be accepted after 15:00 hrs or Fridays 
			   after 13:00 hrs, or on weekends and holidays. 
			   If 15th May is a weekend or holiday, deliveries will be 
			   accepted on the next working day until 15:00 hrs.

We take every care to treat portfolios with the utmost care. 
However, we are not liable for possible damage caused to individu-
al pieces of work.

Awarded Degree

You will study for the “Bachelor of Arts” degree within 6 semes-
ters. You will then have the chance to complete an additional 
four-semester course for a “Master of Education” degree. It has 
been possible to take a doctoral degree since 2007.
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